Scot Ray Quintet – Musician Biographies

Nels Cline is one of the most versatile, imaginative, and criminally unheralded guitarists active today, a dubious distinction he shares with Christy Doran, James Emery, and a handful of others. Combining jaw-dropping chops with a keen musical intelligence, Cline displays an encyclopedic mastery of guitar styles that encompasses delicate lyricism, sonic abstractions, and skull-crunching metallic flights.  In the late 1970s, Cline played in the chamber-jazz group Quartet Music with his brother, percussionist Alex Cline, Jeff Gauthier and Eric von Essen. He emerged from several years in relative obscurity with his 1987 release, Angelica, which added acid-toned New York City altoist Tim Berne to a roster of longtime Cline collaborators. In the early 1990s, the guitarist formed the amped-up Nels Cline Trio, perhaps the best vehicle to date for Cline's guitar excursions, which range from probing, reflective balladry to knotty riffing to bracing freeform assaults. In addition to his trio, Cline regularly performs with his brother and the constellation of creative musicians associated with reedsman Vinny Golia's adventurous Nine Winds record label.
Jeff Gauthier - violinist and producer, has worked with many prominent musicians in a variety of creative contexts during a career that has spanned over 20 years. As an improvising violinist he has performed and recorded with Yusef Lateef and Adam Rudolph for Meta Records, The Alex Cline Ensemble for ECM, Nine Winds & Cryptogramophone Records, the Cline Gauthier Stinson trio for Cryptogramophone and Nine Winds Records, and The Vinny Golia Large Ensemble and Quartetto Stig for Nine Winds Records. His own ensemble, the Jeff Gauthier Goatette has recorded three CDs including Internal Memo and The Present for Nine Winds and Mask for Cryptogramophone. Gauthier has also performed in ensembles with bassist Mark Dresser (Banquet) and drummer/percussionist Gregg Bendian (Bone Structure). As a founding member of the seminal ensemble Quartet Music (with Nels Cline, Alex Cline and Eric von Essen) in the late 70s, Gauthier recorded four albums, received two NEA grants, toured with the California Arts Council touring roster, and performed twice as soloist with the Milwaukee Symphony. 

Steuart Liebig has been active in many different types of music. He has played rock, jazz, blues, classical and free improv—sometimes all in the same sitting. Most of his own output would fit neatly into the cracks between these styles.  He has played and recorded with soul-jazz pianist/vocalist Les McCann, avant-garde jazz icon saxophonist/composer Julius Hemphill, funk-rock band BLOC (which he founded), pop singer-songwriter Michael Penn—and a myriad of like-minded, fellow-traveling free-range musicians from many parts of North America. In addition, he has recorded with Wayne Peet, John Fumo, Brad Dutz, Scot Ray, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, G.E. Stinson and L. Stinkbug.  He also composes music and has written 20 works in the classical vein and many more than that in the area of through-composed pieces that incorporate improvisation. 

Alex Cline  - A veteran of numerous domestic and European tours as well as over fifty recordings, Alex has sonically contributed to the music of such artists as Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, Tim Berne, Quartet Music, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, Richard Grossman, and Charlie Haden, as well as numerous dancers and dance companies.  Aside from his continued presence in Mr. Golia’s ensembles, some of the settings in which he can currently be heard are the G.E. Stinson Group, the Jeff Gauthier Quartet, the Bobby Bradford Mo’tet, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, Open Gate Theatre, and the European group Shooting Stars and Traffic Lights. As the leader of his own group, the Alex Cline Ensemble he can be heard on the ECM album The Lamp and the Star, the 9 Winds CD Montsalvat, and two CDs on Cryptogramophone, Sparks Fly Upward, and The Constant Flame.

