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Press Quotes on The Music of Eric von Essen, Volume III

“A soft, downtempo recording, Volume III focuses on the ballad side of von Essen’s compositional body. In all, eight different configurations of musicians handle 10 von Essen tunes, and though they make very different aesthetic decisions with each, the recording hold together rather well.” -- Aaron Steinberg, JazzTimes October 2002

“This is a heartrending recording of aching beauty. Eric von Essen composed over 100 tunes, and this sampling clearly stamps him as a writer of significant music. It also shows how much his fellow musicians loved him and how much they miss him.” 
--Frank Rubolino, Cadence, October 2002

“As Cryptogramophone's three-volume tribute to the late Eric von Essen draws to a close, we find ourselves amazed at the diversity of players, styles, and moods coming together in his honor. Von Essen was not exactly a well-known player, but the large number of musicians assembled here testifies to the depth and impact of his music. The overall tone remains light and airy, rarely losing detail or interest.”
--Nils Jacobson AllaboutJazz, September 2002

“This series of tributes to Eric von Essen has hipped people outside the Los Angeles music scene to the work of this gifted composer and bassist. But at the same time, the series is excellent and gives a nice overview of L.A. jazz, which, according to the work here, is flourishing. As with the other volumes, this third and final installment features various groups taking on a von Essen song or two (this time it's eight groups and 10 songs), with notables Nels Cline, Jeff Gauthier, Alex Cline, and Peter Erskine back again. With the exception of the upbeat post-bop of Stacy Rowles's two tracks, the music on this volume tends towards the meditative, with even the most adventurous playing folded into an almost elegiac and beautifully melodic vibe. It's hinted in the liner notes that von Essen was something of a romantic, and that certainly comes through on this CD.”
--Tad Hendrickson, Amazon, June 2002

“This is a tribute to the musician and the person of the late bassist/composer Eric von Essen (1954-97) -- obviously not a household word, but was one of THE cats in the West Coast jazz and improvised music scenes. He’s played and/or recorded with a dizzying array of talent, cutting across inside/outside-type borders: Vinny Golia, Bob Brookmeyer, Jimmy Rowles, Sheila Jordan, Billy Higgins, Frank Morgan, Tom Harrell, Nels Cline and Mose Allison, in addition to composing for his own groups. Many West Coast players got together to celebrate Essen by recording his music in several different groupings. This set (super-fine recording quality, I might add) is recommended not only to those devoted to (or curious about) Eric von Essen, but to eclectic jazz fans who value lots of variety in an album.” 
--Mark Keresman, Jazzreview.com, July 2002
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