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Jazz has the occasional tendency to intimidate average music listeners with its complexity and exclusivity. It can be an inside joke that the masses aren't quite privy to. Then, once in a while, an artist comes along and lends an air of accessibility to the form. Cassandra Wilson, Diana Krall, and Branford Marsalis have all done just that with various projects. Kate McGarry follows this tradition with her independent release of Show Me. A blue-eyed New York jazz singer, McGarry has a crystal clear and delicate voice that she manages to use with a tenacity that any great instrumentalist would. On Show Me, McGarry attacks a slew of standards penned by the likes of Cole Porter; Fredrick Lowe and Alan Jay Lerner; and Lew Brown and Ray Henderson. Though the songs have been rendered by many, McGarry inhabits each note and makes them her own. The sly sassiness of "Gypsy in My Soul" and the tender handling of "Moon and Sand" are beautiful examples of her interpretive gift. Producer Steven Santoro is credited with additional arrangements on the outstanding Brazilian piece "Oceano," which ends in a sea of gorgeous vocal improvisation, and the wondrously romantic title track. He also contributed the luxurious string parts that swell, swoop, and soar following McGarry's lead. The main backing musicians — pianist Karen Hammack, bassist Scott Colley, guitarist Steve Cardenas, and drummer Kenny Wollesen — provide an excellent foundation, each stepping out where appropriate without stepping on anyone else's toes. Show Me shows us a glimpse of the beauty that lies inside the world of jazz, a world most people may not often enter, and McGarry proves to be a fabulous guide. — Kelly McCartney
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	Show Me (Lerner/Lowe) - 4:29
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	2.
	 
	Gypsy in My Soul (Boland/Jaffe) - 3:44
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	Moon and Sand (Engvick/Palitz/Wilder) - 4:20
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	The Thrill Is Gone (Brown/Henderson) - 4:31
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	5.
	 
	Oceano (Djavan) - 5:54
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	Aqui O (Brant/Horta) - 4:02
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	7.
	 
	East of the Sun (Bowman) - 6:01
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	This Is Always (Gordon/Warren) - 3:30

	
	[image: image13.png]


 
	9.
	 
	Get Out of Town (Porter) - 4:42
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	10.
	 
	One Eye Laughs, One Eye Weeps (McGarry/Von Essen) - 4:02


Being one of ten kids, Kate McGarry had to learn early on how to make her voice be heard. Hailing from the Boston area, McGarry attended the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and studied Afro American Music and Jazz under such notables as Dr. Horace Boyer and avant-garde sax man Archie Shepp. Free from the confines of education, McGarry hopped into One O'clock Jump, a vocal group based in Boston. Thanks to their steady gigs in Monterey, McGarry got the opportunity to be a guest vocalist with Clark Terry and Hank Jones at the Monterey Jazz Festival. A taste for the sun on her lips, McGarry headed for southern California and became a well-loved staple on the Los Angeles jazz scene with regular appearances at hotspots such as Catalina's, the Jazz Bakery, and Le Caf? Critics and fans couldn't get enough of her, so McGarry finally ventured into the recording world with Easy to Love, which was released by Vital Music in the mid-'90s. Also, as she was in Hollywood, McGarry began to dabble in music for film and commercials, including tracks for Caught and Boiling Point. In 1996, McGarry needed a change and headed back east. This time she landed in a meditation ashram in the Catskills of upstate New York where she lived and studied for three years. Returning to her career in 1999 with a move to New York City, McGarry once again hit the club circuit and recorded her second album entitled Show Me. It was released independently in early 2001 and showcases a great jazz talent with an impeccable voice. — Kelly McCartney
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