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Reviewed by Mark Keresman
This is a tribute to the musician and the person of the late bassist/composer Eric von Essen (1954-97) -- obviously not a household word, but was one of THE cats in the West Coast jazz and improvised music scenes. He’s played and/or recorded with a dizzying array of talent, cutting across inside/outside-type borders: Vinny Golia, Bob Brookmeyer, Jimmy Rowles, Sheila Jordan, Billy Higgins, Frank Morgan, Tom Harrell, Nels Cline and Mose Allison, in addition to composing for his own groups. Many West Coast players got together to celebrate Essen by recording his music in several different groupings. “Unresolved” is violin/guitar/bass/percussion setting for an pastoral bit of chamber jazz a la Oregon and Art Lande’s Rubisa Patrol. “Finska Flues” is breezy (in the “California wind-swept beach” sense), crisp cool bebop featuring the singing trumpet of Stacy Rowles, the driving, burred tone of Larry Koonse’s electric guitar and Paul Kreibich’s ebullient drumming. “Flicker and Burn” is a piano trio of Pasqua, Carpenter and Erskine where they engage in a gently empathetic trio-logue a la the trios of Paul Bley and Bill Evans, although Pasqua is a bit more blues-shaded. Nels Cline is one of the more notable electric guitar-noise wizards of our age, yet he can give Ralph Towner a run for his money on the noble, somewhat elegiac and lyrical-as-all-get-out guitar/bass duet “Blues For Me.” This set (super-fine recording quality, I might add) is recommended not only to those devoted to (or curious about) Eric von Essen, but to eclectic jazz fans who value lots of variety in an album.

Style: Contemporary Jazz 

Musicians: Includes: Nels Cline, Larry Koonse: guitar; Putter Smith, Ken Filiano, Dave Carpenter: bass; Stacy Rowles: trumpet & flugelhorn; Alex Cline, Kenny Wollesen, Peter Erskine: drums; Alan Pasqua, Theo Saunders: piano. 


http://www.jazzreview.com/cdreview.cfm?ID=3150

