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The History of Bone Structure

Bone Structure was formed in the fall of 1997 by guitarist G.E. Stinson, and debuted at the Knitting Factory in New York City shortly thereafter. Composed of Shadowfax founder Stinson, ex-Cecil Taylor drummer/percussionist/pianist Gregg Bendian, violinist-producer Jeff Gauthier, and contrabassguitarist Steuart Liebig, the ensemble quickly developed into a creative music tour de force. Once its members discovered that their ensemble had a unique chemistry, and that its musical focus produced informed and coherent group improvisations, the group became a musical collective and changed its name to Bone Structure. In the same way that the skeletal system of the body functions as a frame around which the body grows, the combined knowledge and experience of Bone Structure serves as a framework upon which its music is spontaneously created and grown. With influences as diverse as John McLaughlin’s Mahvishnu Orchestra, King Crimson, Weather Report, Muddy Waters, Miles Davis, Ornette Coleman, and Karlheinz Stockhausen, Bone Structure brings creative improvisation into a new era of refinement. 

Each member of Bone Structure is an accomplished composer, instrumentalist and improviser, and their combined knowledge of form, melody, harmony, texture and musical development all contribute to the unique sense of flow that makes this ensemble stand out. These are not art school graduates experimenting with improvisation; these are serious musicians using all of their senses to spontaneously compose music in real time. 

After several successful gigs on the East and West coasts of the US, Bone Structure decided to go into the studio to record. At the end of an explosive six-hour session at Mad Hatter studio in Los Angeles, the group felt that they had recorded an album’s worth of fine music. Several days later they were thrown into the depths of despair when it was discovered that the studio had lost one of the multi-track tapes. Convinced that all of the music was lost, the group decided to schedule another session two and a half months later when they would be performing in Los Angeles again. The studio graciously offered free recording time, and Bone Structure got together for yet another six-hour session.  

Then, drummer Gregg Bendian listened to the original two-track board tapes from the first session. He was amazed to discover that not only was the music remarkably good, but that recording engineer Rich Breen had done a remarkable job of mixing on the fly. Consequently many of the pieces from the original session were of high enough quality to be used for this CD. This album is a compilation of both sessions, and represents an example of what Bone Structure can do recording live to two-track, as well as utilizing the full palette of production tools available with a multi-track recording.

In the winter of 2001, the Knitting Factory asked Bone Structure to record a 30 minute video for its BET Jazz series Live at the Knitting Factory. This video has been shown many times on BET Jazz and remains one of the most popular shows in the series.
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