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Bone Structure Bios

Gregg Bendian





drumset, glockenspiel, piano

Drummer/percussionist/composer Gregg Bendian is widely recognized as an innovator in the fields of new music and percussion. His performances around the globe as soloist, ensemble leader and collaborator have received critical acclaim for their virtuosity, creativity and originality. 

Bendian has collaborated with some of the strongest personalities in contemporary music, including Cecil Taylor, John Zorn, George Lewis, William Parker, Tom Cora, Gary Lucas, Leo Smith, Pat Metheny, Peter Kovald, Peter Brotzmann, Roscoe Mitchell, Gavin Bryars, Joe Lovano, Derek Bailey, Evan Parker and Mark Dresser. Gregg is timpani soloist with Ornette Coleman's Harmelodic Chamber Players, with whom he has performed and recently recorded. He is also featured as drummer and vibraphonist on ex-Captain Beefheart guitarist Zoot Horn Rollo's critically acclaimed first solo effort, "We Saw A Bozo Under The Sea" on ZHR Records. 

Bendian leads the ensembles Interzone (Requiem for Jack Kirby, Atavistic/2001), Trio Pianissimo and The Mahavishnu Project (Live Bootleg, Aggregate/2002) a band dedicated to performing the seminal works of John McLaughlin & The Mahavishnu Orchestra. 

A popular clinician for Paiste cymbals, Drum Workshop drums, Musser tuned percussion and Attack heads, Bendian's works for percussion ensemble are published by Penn Oak Press. Gregg is featured in the new book/CD, “Percussion Profiles: Interviews, Articles & Discographies of 25 of the World’s Most Creative Percussionists” by Michael Bettine & Trevor Taylor (SoundworldPublishers/FMR Records). Visit his website at www.GreggBendian.com.
Jeff Gauthier






electric and acoustic violins

Jeff Gauthier has worked with many prominent musicians in a variety of creative contexts during a career that has spanned over 20 years. As an improvising violinist he has performed and recorded with Yusef Lateef and Adam Rudolph for Meta Records, The Alex Cline Ensemble for ECM, Nine Winds & Cryptogramophone Records, the Cline Gauthier Stinson trio for Cryptogramophone and Nine Winds Records, and The Vinny Golia Large Ensemble and Quartetto Stig for Nine Winds Records. His own ensemble, the Jeff Gauthier Goatette has recorded three CDs including Internal Memo and The Present for Nine Winds and Mask for Cryptogramophone. Gauthier has also performed in ensembles with bassist Mark Dresser (Banquet). As a founding member of the seminal ensemble Quartet Music (with Nels Cline, Alex Cline and Eric von Essen) in the late 70s, Gauthier recorded four albums, received two NEA grants, toured with the California Arts Council touring roster, and performed twice as soloist with the Milwaukee Symphony. Gauthier also founded and produced the Inner Ear new music concert series in Los Angeles.

Gauthier is a graduate of California Institute of the Arts.

(continued)

Steuart Liebig 







contrabassguitars

Steuart Liebig has been active in many different types of music. He has played rock, jazz, blues, classical and free improv—sometimes all in the same sitting. Most of his own output would fit neatly into the cracks between these styles. 

He has played and recorded with soul-jazz pianist/vocalist Les McCann, avant-garde jazz icon saxophonist/composer Julius Hemphill, funk-rock band BLOC (which he founded), pop singer-songwriter Michael Penn—and a myriad of like-minded, fellow-traveling free-range musicians from many parts of North America. 

In addition, he has recorded with Wayne Peet, John Fumo, Brad Dutz, Scot Ray, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, G.E. Stinson and L. Stinkbug.

He also composes music and has written 20 works in the classical vein and many more than that in the area of through-composed pieces that incorporate improvisation. 

His CDs as a leader include: with Quartetto Stig, Hommage Obliques (Nine Winds, 1993), Lingua Oscura (Nine Winds, 1995), Pienso Oculto (Nine Winds, 1997); with Vinny Golia and Billy Mintz, No Train (Cadence Jazz, 1998) and Antipodes (Cadence Jazz, 2001); and with Kammerstig, Pomegranate (Cryptogramaphone, 2001). Pending CDs include: with Locustland 4, Welcome to Locustland; with Minim, Mosaic; with Anna Homler, Kelpland Serenades; and with Michael Vatcher and Vinny Golia, On the Cusp of Fire and Water.

G.E. Stinson 





electric guitars, dobro, implements

extended technique, frequency manipulation, real time improvisation 
birthplace: kingfisher, oklahoma. mother: piano & accordion player from family of evangelical musician-preachers. father: railroad worker with ambition. 
early life: migratory, restless, outsider. 


chicago. at 13, hears bo diddley on car radio. convinces mother to purchase guitar. learns to play blues listening to muddy waters, sonny boy williamson, etc. starts playing in blues and r&b clubs. works/hangs out with cash mccall, willie dixon, hound dog taylor, hubert sumlin. '60s erupt. flirts with success as blues rock guitarist. performs at several full scale uprisings including the infamous grant park riot. 

experiments with other music forms. starts learning charlie parker tunes. miles davis' "bitches brew" alters direction. starts improvising. 1974: co-founds shadowfax, brings together jazz, world music, rock. relocates to los angeles. success and eventual dissatisfaction. 
1989: jettisons into los angeles underground music community. further refines extended technique and frequency manipulation. 2000: "vapor" released on thurston moore's ecstatic peace label. compilation of improvising groups assembled to perform at new music monday, the notorious series begun by nels cline and curated by stinson from '96 through '98. 

groups/collaborations: 
napalm quartet, splinter group, stinkbug, metalworkers, bone structure, cline-gauthier-stinson, unique cheerful events, destroy all nels cline, yusef lateef-adam rudolph's world at peace, alex cline ensemble, phillip greenlief's covered pages, wayne peet trio, duets: kaoru, miya masaoka, yasuhiro otani, chris brown, nels cline, alex degrassi.
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