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Selected Press Quotes on Nels Cline

“Astonishingly intense and completely brilliant, it seems clear that Cline is now up there with the most creative jazz-based guitarists in the world.” –Motion UK

“A well-schooled though willfully anarchic player who recalls Marc Ribot, Tom Verlaine, Bill Frisell and Lifetime-era John McLaughlin, Cline has always kept one foot in the avant-garde and one in rock.” –Guitar Player

“Cline’s playing channels the spirit of Coltrane with a rare intensity, which seems to spring from the same well Jimi Hendrix would have drawn from had he survived to realize his post-rock aspirations.” –SF Weekly

“Nels’ name regularly crops up in any debate about versatility, imagination, intelligence, innovation and pure anarchy in the world of successful cross-overs between avant-garde and rock.” - Fingercore
“[Nels Cline’s] instrument channels near-crippling power, and makes you wonder what Coltrane would sound like if he were a guitar player in the 1990’s.” - Baltimore City Paper

“Nels Cline is undoubtedly among the first rank of guitarists working in the genre-

bending arenas of post-free jazz.” Amazon.com

“Avant-guitarist extraordinaire.” Time Out NY

“A godlike, omniscient guitarist.” LA Weekly

“This artist-controlled jazz label came into its own during its fourth year with a handful of strong releases, of which Instrumentals is only the most marvelous. Some of the best avant-garde music in the country is currently being released on Cryptogramophone, and Nels Cline's signature guitar sound--at once controlled and frenzied--led the charge in '02. Furthermore, the label's releases are beautifully packaged as well as immaculately recorded--in sum, a sound investment all around. “

 – Eric Waggoner, Seattle Weekly, 01/03

(continued)
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Other artists Nels has performed and/or recorded with include:

Julius Hemphill, Charlie Haden, Mike Watt, Tim Berne, Mark Dresser, Bobby Bradford, Thurston Moore, Lydia Lunch, Gregg Bendian, Mark Isham, Bonnie Barnett, Quartet Music, The Geraldine Fibbers, Brad Dutz, Mary Lou Lord, Wadada Leo Smith, Henry Kaiser, Banyan, Bloc, Joel Harrison, Jeremy Toback, Devin Sarno, fIREHOSE, G.E. Sinton, Osamu Kitajima, Mark Weber, Two Dollar Guitar, Carla Bozulich, Wayne Peet, Walter Thompson, Elliott Sharp, James Carney and the West Coast Modern Day Punk Rock Orchestra.

Nels’ own projects have included:

· Nels Cline Trio (1990-1997)

· An early quintet

· A new 6-piece called Destroy All Nels Cline

· A new quartet with Mark Dresser, Billy Mintz & Zeena Parkins

· An improvising acoustic guitar trio with Rod Poole & Jim McAuley

Many duo collaborations, including with:

Carla Bozulich (Scarnella). Devin Sarno, Gregg Bendian, Woody Aplanalp, G.E. Stinson, Elliott Sharp, Christopher Garcia and painter Norton Wisdom.

Nels received two awards in 1999:

· California Music Award for “Outstanding Jazz Artist” (voted by the readers of BAM Magazine)

· LA Weekly Music Award for “Best New Genre/Uncategorizable Artist.”

Artists currently working with most often:

Scarnella, Vinny Golia, Devin Sarno, Banyan, Scott Amedola Band and Gregg Bendian’s Interzone.
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