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THE NELS CLINE SINGERS
Instrumentals

Rating: 8 of 10

Another winner from the guitar-playing member of the Cline family

Guitarist Cline's new power trio has no singers (hence the CD title), but the new group's name is not any stranger than that of another, larger Cline group -- Destroy All Nels Cline. Arch humor aside, Cline has quietly but steadily developed into one of the top guitarists around, perhaps rivaled only by Bill Frisell, who is slightly Cline's senior. Cline favors a somewhat dirtier and more distorted tone, and his original compositions tend to be a little more abstract, dissonant and/or visceral than Frisell's, with no appropriations of the American songbook. Instead, gritty urban blues, punkish thrash and an edgy experimentalism are Cline's meat and potatoes. But both Cline and Frisell have enormous technique, a wide range of musical tastes, and a way of putting their stamp onto whatever they do. Which is to say -- they play it like they mean it. Not to be missed. (Cryptogramophone, P.O. Box 2968, Venice, CA 90294-2968) -- Bill Tilland


