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Press Quotes on Mask by The Jeff Gauthier Goatette

The best word for this recording is “impeccable.” Leader Gauthier is an elegant violinist, with a light, lyrical touch. Throughout, Gauthier and his group show how it should be done, rooting themselves solidly in the jazz tradition while at the same time extending and revitalizing it. All this talent, a great band - and terrific tunes, too. Not to be missed. Bill Tilland, BBC Online, 2002

A beautiful release. Here there's a strong core to Gauthier's melodicism -- even in the most lyrical grooves, which show a predilection for waltz and 6/8 time. Andy Hamilton, The Wire, April 2002.
Gauthier's compositions are quirky and offbeat, bubbling with unexpected rhythms and occasional warm lyricism. Don Heckman, L.A. Times 

In the relatively small world of jazz violin, Gauthier leads a string-laden combo that is fun, winsome and enjoyable to listen to. This is another great album from Cryptogramophone that quietly straddles the line between accessible and artistic. Tad Hendrickson Amazon.com, March 2002

The sound is sharp and the players are adept keeping their music lush. Part of what makes this album so listenable and enjoyable is the superbly clean and crisp production, heightening the impact of these beautiful instruments. I. Khider, Exclaim! Canada, July 2002
Mask is Gauthier’s third release as a leader, and his best yet. Mask is an update on the melodic music of 1970s Pat Methany, Bill Evans, and the explorations of Keith Jarrett. A very strong effort. Mark Corroto, allaboutjazz.com, April 2002

On his third outing as a leader, violinist Jeff Gauthier offers a stellar blend of compositions that push at the boundaries of defined musics, while not consciously breaking any of them. Gauthier's Goatette is a blend of jazz exotica (not in the cheeky sense of the word, but the most profound) that winds through not only his own compositions but those of Ornette Coleman ("Enfant"), the late Eric von Essen, and Alex Cline. The ensemble plays together in such a moving, fluid way the work becomes meta-textual, reaching outside music to embrace different cultural artifacts and languages in order to turn them back into collective expression. In this way, this track is the hinge of the entire album, bringing in the voices of not only jazz, but of folk music and those not yet created -- speaking in poetic, sensual languages and whispering in nuances that are unmitigated by jazz, folk music, or improvisation, yet exist because of them. Thom Jurek, All Music Guide, May 2002

Unashamedly pretty music. The beauty is often stark, sometimes containing exquisite stillness, then at times is bright and Methenian. This is lovely music presented without an agenda or axe to grind, just for our enjoyment. John Chacona, Signal to Noise, Summer 2002

Mask follows the path suggested by such patron saints of creative music as Lester Bowie and others who made serious, important, groundbreaking music, but also made it fun. Intricate enough that it continues to hold surprises. Bruce Wallace, Dusted Magazine, June 2002

Violinist Jeff Gauthier takes his time with a melody, stretching it out for maximum exposure and releasing it only when he's exhausted all of its energy. A highly charged artist with amazing technique, he provides the quartet with dynamism and flexibility.

-Jim Santella, All About Jazz
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