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Straight-forwardly pretty melodies and an equally natural solo style make violinist Jeff Gauthier and the Goatette’s latest, “Mask,” instantly likable. It’s a bit of a trick, really, since both the leader and guitarist Nels Cline are just warming up to cut loose on a loose as a goose version of Ornette Coleman’s “Enfant,” where their intense duet ends in a blur of electronics. By that point, you’re more inclined to follow them wherever the music takes them and having established that they can play inside, they want to make sure that the noise element of their sound is acknowledged as well. It’s a pretty good strategy that allows them total freedom within the songs. Nels Cline’s sole writing contribution to the date comes with “The Fools,” which starts as a doleful waltz featuring lovely arco work by bassist Joel Hamilton. This long and slow track is deftly kept on course by the careful interactions within the band. Gauthier’s song “Ephemera” is another highlight, with lovely solos by the composer and Nels Cline, both on acoustic instruments. On the very next piece, they heat it up with the heavy riffing of the first section of the title track, where this versatile quintet shows that it’s just at home here as with the plaintive melodicism of “Ephemera.” Alex Cline’s ever-surprising and propulsive drumming is, as always, worthy of special mention. Fascinating sounds and recommended listening. 
