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Mask by the Jeff Gauthier Goatette

Cryptogramophone

by Drew Wheeler, CDNOW Senior Editor, Jazz

Violinist Jeff Gauthier, who's preformed with symphony orchestras as well as with the leading lights of the Los Angeles progressive jazz community, has released a refreshingly creative, genre-bounding set. On it, he leads his self-referentially-named Goatette, which consists of pianist, David Witham, bassist Joel Hamilton, and brothers Nels and Alex Cline on guitar and drums, respectively. 

Although the group's leader, producer, and principal composer, Gauthier seems uninterested in hogging the limelight, and allows his Goatette members equal opportunity to shine. Nels Cline takes a raw, riveting turn on Gauthier composition "Clea's Bounce," an agile, elaborate melody underscored by a loping bass that also features a probing Gauthier solo. There's also full participation in the elaborate, 17-minute title track, which starts out as a kinetic blending of avant-garde and fusion funk (featuring Witham's electric piano), but soon its passages fade into one another, with profound shifts in tone colors -- recalling Miles Davis' extended, electric-era creations. 

Other highlights include the delightfully swaying, starry-eyed Eric von Essen piece "Waltz for K.P.," and the truncated lines of the classic Ornette Coleman composition "Enfant." The album concludes serenely, with Alex Cline's wistful, balladic "Forgiveness." 

Although it remains uncertain as to how many players make up a Goatette, Mask suggests that Jeff Gauthier has arrived at just the right number. 

