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The Mark Dresser Trio

Aquifer

Cryptogramophone

By Andy Hamilton

The trio members have appeared several times in these pages. Denman Maroney’s hyperpiano is a prepared piano development of Cage and Nancarrow, with moving as well as fixed parts attached to the instrument. Matthias Ziegler has a vision of a “solo polyphonic music,” playing a range of flutes, some with mics embedded inside the instrument, making it sound like anything but a flute. Some of the pieces here are jazz - “Modern Pine,” and the bluesy “Digestivo” with Maroney sounding Monkish – while others have familiar lock-step rhythms. Only Dresser’s instrument is immediately recognizable, on an appealing set of compositions.
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