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MARK DRESSER TRIO - Aquifer (Cryptogramophone 111) This is the great contrabassist Mark Dresser's current trio featuring Matthias Ziegler on various electro-acoustic flutes and Denman Maroney on hyper-piano or inside-the-piano explorations. The title of this cd refers to "aquifers which are the pipelines of the earth's intricate subterranean water processing system and a rich metaphor for the creative process." I have witnessed this extraordinary trio live and each player reaches deep inside to come up with the sonic manipulations through extended techniques of playing beyond the usual boundaries. "FLBP" opens with ultra subtle, suspenseful sonic fragments which drift slowly - distant ghosts hover - is that bowed bass or low-end flute flutters? Soon enough, we can tell - it is that arco bass buzzing as the flute floats in and bounces with piano - both dancing nervously together - Mark is banging a dowel slowly on his bass as the flute and piano slowly swirl together. "Digestivo" is a playful, well-written piece for some lovely high pitched flute and soothing walking bass patterns and rather cute piano keyboard quirkiness - not something one would expect from these three.  Mark's mesmerizing, bowed bent string mysteriousness is featured on "Threaded/Spin X" which also contains some extremely eerie inside-the-piano rubbing and haunting low-end flute flutters - together the trio creates a fascinating alien landscape. "For Bradford" is dedicated to trumpeter Bobby Bradford, who was a teacher of Mark's - both Denman and Mark bend their notes into odd shapes - swirling in and around each other in strange yet connected ways - later Matthias also plays his flute through some device making it sound like an electric reed instrument. The spirits begin soaring once again on "Sonomatopoeia" as bowed bass soars and then all three spin spastic lines together - descending into dark and weird waters. What I like most about this is how piece seems to evoke a variety of strange moods - occasionally soothing, but more often haunting. "Pulse Field" is another more intricate work where the each part of the trio must move together as their lines intersect and connect at angles - even when the textures change, they must continue to play their patterns as one force. The title track has Denman buzzing scary sounds from inside the piano as both the flute and bass also softly howl like the sirens seducing passing sailors on ships. "FLAC" is a complex and quick paced piece for high flying bass and flute with the muted piano also moving in a flash together - kind of Braxton-like. Appropriately, the final tune is "Modern Pine" which is a sort of somber, bluesy ballad and a perfect way to let us come back down to earth on a soft descent. A rich display of moods, textures and haunting terrain.

