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Mark Dresser Trio: Aquifer (Cryptogramophone)

by Fred Barrett

Wow. I don't think I can rave about this album enough. When it clicks, it truly clicks, deep inside the mind where it grabs hold of a section of your brain and builds a home. This incredible trio is the brainchild of Mark Dresser, who plays an upright bass with a pickup near the headpiece, under the nut. Called the "giffus," this little dealy can pick up harmonics and tones in the opposite direction: from the pinched string upward. Using a volume petal, Dresser can mix the top sound with the bottom sound, sometimes fading out one and bringing up the other. Pretty innovative, eh? Who can match this technique? Well, Mathias Ziegler, for one, has brought his flutes: his electro-acoustic flutes that range from contrabass to piccolo. Have you ever seen a contrabass flute? It looks like a piece of modern art: a twisted, angular tube that rests on the floor and bends at the end so that one can actually play it. Who rounds out this trio? Well, Denman Maroney plays "hyperpiano," which is what he calls a prepared piano, playing the strings on the inside with knives, bowls, forks, etc. to get that "different" sound. This trio sure is different, but how does it actually sound?

There are many moments of "scary" freedom, in which other-worldly sounds are brought forth from the depths of . . . who-knows-where, but then, like any great Avant Garde album, moments of clarity spring forth, in this case some of the most breathtaking jazzy-classical passages in frenetic unison! This album is not for everyone, because it does need to "click" in the mind, and not everyone has a mind that will "click" to this. When one does "hear" it, like I have done, one cannot stop playing it. I spun it three times in a row the day it clicked. I spun it twice yesterday, and I am listening to Dresser's giffus howl this very moment, as I write this. This has become one of the true gems in my collection and may have achieved the title of Desert Island Disc. That is how much I like this! 
http://www.beyondcoltrane.com/crypto.cfm

