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Press Quotes on Pomegranate by Steuart Liebig

What it would sound like if Count Basie asked Stravinsky to write up some charts? Pomegranate, the new release by contrabassist Steuart Liebig. A chamber ensemble runs through Liebig’s tightly marshaled, fractured arrangements on the CD. French hornist Tom Varner dances over and through Liebig’s harmonic thicket; bassist Mark Dresser’s roiling sea of arco overtones acts as pivot point for successive waves of duos; electric guitarist Nels Cline churns distortions clouds alongside chirping alto flutes and clarinets. Aron Steinberg, JazzTimes, December 2001

Bassist Steuart Liebig straddles the line between free improvisation and mid-sized group composition. He does this using a seven-piece band called Kammerstig, which provides solid but frenetic playing. Additionally, each of the four compositions on Pomegranate, which sit in the 15- to 22-minute range, is specifically composed for each of the four guest soloists. Liebig gets the best of both worlds, mixing established chemistry with unexpected surprises. It’s a far cry from his work with Les McCann, but it’s quite obvious that Liebig has a distinct affinity for the varied guest; the track for guitarist Nels Cline sounds markedly different from the track for Tom Varner. And Vinny Golia’s cut flat out rips with its fiery reed playing. Tad Hendrickson: CMJ New Music Report. R.I.Y.L.: Dave Douglas, Mark Dresser, Bar Kokba

What makes this an unusual standout CD and a remarkable recording is that it successfully blends contemporary jazz with classical. For something special and out of the ordinary, POMEGRANATE will find its way into the hearts of jazz listeners everywhere that enjoy this blend of contemporary jazz and classical aspects. A winner!!! Flawless performances by each musician place this CD in top form! Lee Prosser, jazzreview.com
One of the real contributions of 21st century composers may be to create genuine fusion sounds that draw upon jazz, free improv, pop and contemporary classical music. With this impressive release, it seems that bass guitarist/composer Steuart Liebig is well on the way to realizing this. Ken Waxman, jazzweekly.com
Even in its quieter moments, Steuart Liebig's new ensemble effort, Pomegranate, projects a sense of excitement. For listeners curious about fresh ideas of jazz composition--and for those open to complex larger-ensemble sounds--this disc offers many fascinating layers of depth. Nils Jacobson, allaboutjazz.com
This is what you get when you pair one fine composer-bandleader-bassist with a rag-tag group of improvisational malcontents who know how to stir up a set of arrangements into a noxious brew of little big-band aesthetics and creative anarchy. Add to this mixture to four soloists from outside the ensemble - for whom particular pieces of music is written - fold in, stir radically, and allow the air of freedom to penetrate thoroughly. While each of the four compositions here is nothing less than stellar in its complexity and lush arrangement for both group and soloist to take direction from, it is Dresser's "The Motionless Blue of Fallen Skies" and Cline's "The Darkness of Each Endless Fall" that stand out. Ultimately, this disc proves a pleasant, revelatory surprise for those who thought Liebig mainly a fine bassist. His compositional and arranging abilities as showcased on this fine disc reveal him to be an important voice in the future of avant-garde music. Thom Jurek, All Music Guide
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