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Reviews of The Music of Eric von Essen, Volume II
One noteworthy compilation already in stores is the Music of Eric von Essen Vol. II (Cryptogramophone), which finds five different ad hoc groups covering 10 von Essen tunes in hope of bringing this gifted L.A. composer and bassist’s work to light. Von Essen passed away in his sleep on August 14, 1997, not yet 50 years old. This comp follows up the first effort with many of the same L.A. people making a return appearance with the promise of Volume III in the offing. It’s a fitting tribute to a man whose impact isn’t readily felt outside the musician community. It also gives a fine perspective to a composer whose piano-friendly compositions reveal a person of complexity and depth. Tad Hendrickson, CMJ New Music Report Issue #707, March 2001

Arresting second-volume tribute to his work…gorgeous music, lovingly performed by top-notch musicians. John Frederick Moore, Jazziz, June 2001

von Essen created music that was not only broad in scope but also very personal in certain aspects. The performances clearly show von Essen as a composer with a knack for melody and the ability to achieve an overall effect. Jim Ferguson, Jazz Times, May 2001

Follow-up to the gorgeous first volume of compositions by the late Los Angeles bass player; lovely jazz, beautiful playing on this Cryptogramophone release. Ned Wharton, NPR Weekend Edition - Director’s Cuts Feature, April 2001
As a result of the changing personnel and moods, this disc offers a wide variety of sounds. In general, the tunes tend to have a lilting, swinging feel. Nils Jacobson allaboutjazz.com, May 2001

The music is infused with West Coast buoyancy, not lightweight but bathed in light, with just enough shade for occasional touches of introspection. There’s nothing ostentatious, nothing unsettling. He was a skilled craftsman who clearly aimed to conserve jazz essences within forms of his own making. The lasting allegiance of the musicians on this rewarding album is a measure of respect for the vitality and elegance of his achievements. Julian Cowley, The Wire, March 2001

“…you would swear you heard this tune inside your heart instead of through your stereo speakers. This volume begs the question of just how deep von Essen's abilities ran because, so far, they seem boundless. Thom Jurek, All Music Guide (((
A musical celebration of the music of the late composer and multi-instrumentalist. Gauthier, like other musicians touched by von Essen, recognized the elegance and concise expression in those compositions, to say nothing of their timelessness. We're in Gauthier's debt for his unstinting effort in keeping that music before us. Kirk Silsbee, New Times LA, May 2001

[image: image2.png]Qrdmoohon<



_965820884.doc
[image: image1.png]Qrdmoohon<







































































