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February 2001

Preston remains best known for his work with Frank Zappa, and this album kicks off obligingly with "The Eric Dolphy Memorial Barbecue." In groups led by Gil Evans, Carla Bley and Michael Mantler, Preston has done much to promote the synthesizer as a legitimate jazz instrument. Transformation, however, is an acoustic piano set (excepting electronic trickery on the excessively contrived "Prehistoric Eons") with drummer Alex Cline and bassist Joel Hamilton. On initial listening there are pleasing moments, but ideas too often seem prolonged rather than developed, solos tend to meander, and ensemble playing gels only sporadically. 
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