Press Quotes on Transformation by the Don Preston Trio

Page Two

[image: image1.png]












































































































































P.O. Box 2968  Venice, CA  90294-2968   Tel: 310-301-1611 Fax: 310-574-2602  www.cryptogramophone.com


Press Quotes on Transformation by the Don Preston Trio

Preston's roots are deep in jazz. What was interesting was that Preston not only brought his skewed piano sensibility into the creative jazz context, but that he lugged along a little of his zany synthesizer as well. Transformation is something of a catalogue raisonné for Preston, touching on all these associations (Carla and Paul Bley, John Carter, Zappa and Cole Porter), showing what he can do twisting a standard around and delving a bit into his own compositional bag as well. Preston resides on the edge of tonality, toying with it. John Corbett, DownBeat, April 2001 ((((
The opportunity to hear Preston ruminate in a trio setting on Transformation, revisiting choice moments of weirdness and glory, as well as dig into original works and unlikely standards, is not to be missed. The range of program is somewhat camouflaged by the seamless interply of Preston, bassist Joel Hamilton and drummer Alex Cline. They possess a cohesion born of fluidity that is reminiscent of Paul Bley’s 60’s trios, but they have their own crisp edge. It is a high common denominator for such a diverse program. Bill Shoemaker, JazzTimes, May 2001

This disk is a delight. The interplay of the trio, as well as their individual voices, makes every minute worthy. Simply and directly recorded, it benefits further from intelligent sequencing of the nine selections, spotlighting the breadth and variety of material that this exemplary trio tackles. David Greenberger, Signal to noise, Summer 2001

Preston continually toys with the unexpected. The pieces dance the line between the straightahead and avant-garde, calling all attention to Preston’s stunning majesty at the piano. On this album, Preston’s Trio transforms piano tunes into gems. Andrew Bartlett, Jazziz, June 2001

Keyboardist Don Preston has moved between the jazz, rock and showbiz worlds, working with Carla and Paul Bley, Frank Zappa and even doing soundtracks and videogame music. Here, the jazz vibe wins out as Preston, bassist Joel Hamilton and drummer Alex Cline work through a program of originals and tunes from Carla Bley, John Carter, Zappa and Cole Porter. Often angular and sometimes atonal, the music is fairly choreographed with tight and tidy arrangements, but there is a definite sense of discovery as the players move through the material, poking and prodding each other and running off on tangents. Even with these flights, the music never loses its cohesiveness, making this a strong new effort from a label bent on putting Los Angeles back on the jazz map. Tad Hendrickson, CMJ New Music Report, March 19, 2001

(continued)

Pianist Don Preston brings together an unusual combination of composure and freedom on his trio disc Transformation. While most of these pieces assume a reflective posture, the group also takes its liberties and spikes the mix with a good dose of healthy dissonance. Transformation may be a bit restrained for the free jazz set, or a bit abstract for admirers of the tradition--but those are both advantages in my book. Nils Jacobson, All about Jazz, June 2001

Anyone who has heard Don Preston's work with Frank Zappa, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, Michael Mantler and Carla Bley shouldn't be surprised that he's an extremely capable jazz pianist. Transformation features several of Preston's original compositions ("Inner Blues," "The Lind Sonata," "The Prehistoric Eons"), a very warped version of Cole Porter's "I Love You," and significant coups de chapeau to Preston's former employers: Frank Zappa ("Eric Dolphy Memorial Barbecue"), John Carter ("Ode to the Flower Maiden," "Transformation") and Carla Bley ("Walking BatterieWoman," "Donkey"). Despite these diverse sources, Transformation is a coherent and tightly conceived CD. Basically, it's an advanced modern jazz piano trio date with healthy doses of 20th Century classical sensibility (think Stravinsky, Bartok, Webern, etc.). I can wholeheartedly recommend Transformation to those who enjoy adventurous modern jazz played by an unusually sympathetic trio. David Wayne, JazzWeekly.com, October 2001

Keyboardist Don Preston contributed crazed synth solos to Frank Zappa's music in the early 70's, and played keyboards with scads of others. His new cd, Transformation on Cryptogramophone sounds like a wild pianistic encounter between Cecil Taylor and Thelonius Monk. Ned Wharton, NPR Weekend Edition - Director’s Cuts Feature, April 29, 2001
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