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Keyboardist Don Preston has moved between the jazz, rock and showbiz worlds, working with Carla and Paul Bley, Frank Zappa and even doing soundtracks and videogame music. Here, the jazz vibe wins out as Preston, bassist Joel Hamilton and drummer Alex Cline work through a program of originals and tunes from Carla Bley, John Carter, Zappa and Cole Porter. Often angular and sometimes atonal, the music is fairly choreographed with tight and tidy arrangements, but there is a definite sense of discovery as the players move through the material, poking and prodding each other and running off on tangents. Even with these flights, the music never loses its cohesiveness, making this a strong new effort from a label bent on putting Los Angeles back on the jazz map. 


- Tad Hendrickson: CMJ New Music Report Issue: 706
