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Don Preston Trio

Transformation Bios
Alex Cline

Preston has known multi-faceted percussionist Cline since enlisting him in the early '80s for his soundtrack to Jackie Kong's low-budget horror film The Being and the two have been longtime partners in cornetist, composer and John Carter compatriot Bobby Bradford's band.

Percussionist Alex Cline has converted his years as a presence in the jazz and new music scenes of Los Angeles into a musical career international in scope.  A veteran of numerous domestic and European tours as well as almost fifty recordings, Alex has sonically contributed to the music of such artists as Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, Tim Berne, Quartet Music, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, Richard Grossman, and Charlie Haden, among many others, along with numerous dancers and dance companies.  Aside from his continued presence in Mr. Golia’s ensembles, some of the settings in which he can currently be heard are the G.E. Stinson Group, the Jeff Gauthier Quartet, the Bobby Bradford Mo’tet, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, Open Gate Theatre, and the European group Shooting Stars and Traffic Lights, among others, and as the leader of his own group, the Alex Cline Ensemble (as heard on his ECM album The Lamp and the Star, Montsalvat on the 9 Winds label and Sparks Fly Upward on Cryptogramophone).
Joel Hamilton

Bassist Hamilton, who was introduced to Preston by Cline, is admired by the keyboardist for his ability to make sense out of the composer's often difficult, constantly changing music.

Joel has performed with Eddie Daniels, Edgar Meyer, Clare Fischer, Dave Koz, Gary Foster and Dave Grusin.  He has recorded CDs with Mare Winningham, Paul Carman, Vinny Golia, Jeff Gauthier, Jim Self and others as well as having been featured on a number of film scores.  In 1982 and 1983 he won fellowships to the Aspen Music Festival where he studied with Stuart Sankey.  Joel can be seen currently performing as part of the Gregg Bendian Trio, the Jeff Gauthier Quartet, and the Brad Dutz Quartet.
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