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The Other Shore

The Other Shore by drummer/percussionist Alex Cline, violinist Jeff Gauthier and electric guitarist G.E. Stinson is a reference to the Diamond Sutra, the ancient Chinese Buddhist text pictured on the cover of this CD.  The album title and many of the song titles come directly from the Diamond Sutra including Gigantic Human Frame and Thus Have I Heard.  Moreover, the selfless nature of this group's improvisations, in which individual expression takes a back seat to the expression of the whole, is evocative of the message of the Sutras.  

Beware…The Other Shore is not new age pablum.  The dynamic range of this ensemble is staggering.  Their specialty is creating something from nothing.  Each piece evolves from silence or explodes into being, unveiling a pattern and form not known to its creators.  A collection of such pieces reveals a creative vision and intelligence reminiscent of time lapse photography of a living, growing thing. 

The Other Shore is not without whimsy, witness the tongue-in-cheek titles Froggy's Midnight Cabaret, Driving to Iceland and Left On, (a veiled reference to Miles Davis' Right Off).  However the overall architecture of the musical program moves dramatically from passionate silence to orgasmic cataclysm, ending with a musical meditation on a conundrum of Buddhist teaching…Nothing to Teach.

Recorded, mixed and mastered in a 24 bit digital environment by master engineer Rich Breen, The Other Shore effectively captures the spontaneity, immediacy and dynamic intensity of this unique ensemble.

(continued) 

Alex Cline - percussion
Percussionist Alex Cline has converted his years as a presence in the jazz and new music scenes of Los Angeles into a musical career international in scope.  A veteran of numerous domestic and European tours as well as almost fifty recordings, Alex has sonically contributed to the music of such artists as Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, Tim Berne, Quartet Music, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, Richard Grossman, and Charlie Haden, among many others, along with numerous dancers and dance companies.  Aside from his continued presence in Mr. Golia’s ensembles, some of the settings in which he can currently be heard are the G.E. Stinson Group, the Jeff Gauthier Quartet, the Bobby Bradford Mo’tet, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, Open Gate Theatre, and the European group Shooting Stars and Traffic Lights, among others, and as the leader of his own group, the Alex Cline Ensemble (as heard on his ECM album The Lamp and the Star, Montsalvat on the 9 Winds label and Sparks Fly Upward on Cryptogramophone).
Jeff Gauthier - electric violin
A graduate of California Institute of the Arts, violinist Gauthier has performed with artists as diverse as jazz legend Yusef Lateef, Velvet Underground pioneer John Cale and the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra.  As a classical violinist, he has also performed with the, Los Angeles Music Center Opera, the Oregon Bach Festival, and Carmel Bach Festival.  As a member of Quartet Music, a presence on the Los Angeles creative music scene for twelve years, Gauthier recorded four albums, received several NEA and California Arts Council grants, and performed twice with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.  As an improviser Gauthier has performed and recorded with Yusef Lateef, Vinny Golia, the Alex Cline Ensemble, Quartetto Stig and Adam Rudolph. Gauthier has released two CDs as a leader entitled Internal Memo and The Present.  Both are available on 9 Winds Records.

G.E. Stinson - guitars, mbiras, implements

G.E. Stinson’s exploration of American folk music began as a child immersed in the gospel music of his family in Oklahoma.  He continued in Chicago, studying blues with Cash McCall and Hound Dog Taylor, among others, and eventually received a composition scholarship with William Russo at Columbia College.  In 1972 he cofounded the seminal fusion-world music group Shadowfax, with which he performed and composed on seven recordings and toured worldwide, receiving a Grammy Award in 1988.  1990 brought the formation of the G.E. Stinson Group in Los Angeles and the subsequent recording entitled The Same Without You in 1993, the first of many collaborations that would lead to Stinson becoming a prominent member of the Los Angeles new music community.  Among these projects are Unique Cheerful Events (an improvising collective); guitar duets with Nels Cline, the Alex Cline Ensemble, A Thousand Other Names--a Stinson-led group which completed a self-titled recording in 1996 on Birdcage Records--and recording projects with the Wayne Peet Trio and Adam Rudolph.  Stinson's most recent CD is Vapor on Ecstatic Peace.
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