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Press Quotes on The Inkling by Nels Cline

Guitarist Nels Cline is a bright light on the Los Angeles avant-garde jazz scene. On The Inkling, Cline brings in bass icon Mark Dresser and downtown harpist Zeena Parkins for an album that's filled with impressionistic musings and adventurous performances. Tad Hendrickson, CMJ New Music Report, June 2001

Guitarist Nels Cline, known in rock for his work with Mike Watt and The Geraldine Fibbers, is emerging as the West Coast’s prince of avant six-string. Here he collaborates with NYC downtown dwellers contrabassist Mark Dresser, drummer Billy Mintz and harpist Zeena Parkins in a series of trio and quartet pieces that range from sonorous fantasies to prickly little free-jazz excursions and the sort of fractured fairytales perfected by improv-guitar granddaddy Derek Bailey.  Some, like the dark, lovely acoustic guitar and contrabass dream “New Old Hat,” seem arranged, thanks to the slow spine of a melody Cline carefully builds as Dresser and Mintz apply responsive colorings.  But then comes a piece like “Spider Wisdom,” a new old-fashioned blow-out with the kind of bass/drums bed John Coltrane used to dig, which gives Cline and Parkins a chance to stretch out on digital delays, harmonizers and pitch-shifters, raising holy hell with the tones of their instruments.  Although Cline’s last two albums – a recording of Coltrane’s “Interstellar Space” with drummer Gregg Bendian and a set of duos with Devin Sarno called Edible Flowers –were sonically expansive adventures, this one seems closer to Cline’s heart as a player.  The Inkling is all about experimentation and the swift swapping of musical ideas, and Cline leaves no corner of jazz, rock, scrit or skronk unscraped. Ted Drozdowski, CMJ New Music Monthly, August 2000

In an age where many avant-garde players proudly trumpet their affinities with the punk rock and hard-core scene to anyone with a laptop and a pair of ears, Cline has toured and recorded extensively with an impressive array of artists from the cutting edge of modern rock music. His profound and varied musical experience also includes stints with respected jazzmen. Through it all, Cline’s total disregard for genres and other fashion-or business-related pigeonholes helped him forge an immediately recognizable sound and made him one of the most interesting guitarists around todayWith The Inkling, Cline has accomplished something truly awe-inspiring: a totally individual statement that combines and synthesizes past musical experiences and points toward fascinating new possibilities.  Cline’s breadth as a composer and improvisor seems to me to be a work of art in itself. Stunning, gorgeous, scary and wonderful. Buy. Dave Wayne Jazzweekly.com August 2000

Multimusical guitarist Nels Cline is typically restless here, taking this crisp quartet through a very wide range of styles and moods  -- from smoky, Herb Ellis-style electric guitar jazz through group free-improv to jazz-rock à la Mahavishnu. Very nice.  (((( and one spiral nebula. Tony Mostrom, Tower Pulse, October 2000 

An incredibly soulful and expressionistic player, capable of yanking new life from jazz, rock, improv and even neo-classical settings. Cline sounds limitless behind the fretboard. It seems as natural as breathing for him to shift from Henry Kaiser-via-Derek Bailey abstract pieces to pointillist wigouts to harmonic matches. Aaron Burgess, Magnet, Nov/Dec 2000
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