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The Inkling Bios

Mark Dresser is a virtuoso contrabass player and composer whose uncompromising voice and singular style has impressed international audiences since 1972. Not content with the traditional parameters of the contrabass in jazz and new music, Dresser has developed a cutting edge system of custom electro-acoustic microphones to amplify his own unmistakable vocabulary on the instrument.

This vocabulary is easily recognizable in over seventy recordings, including those with other luminaries of "new" jazz composition and improvisation such as Ray Anderson, Tim Berne, Andrew Cyrille, Anthony Davis, Robert Dick, Dave Douglas, Marty Ehrlich, Gerry Hemingway, Bob Ostertag, John Zorn and others. For nine years he performed and recorded with the Anthony Braxton Quartet with Gerry Hemingway and Marilyn Crispell. 

A coterie of world class musicians make up Dresser's current performance ensembles, which showcase his compositional versatility. These include: Mark Dresser's Trio, featuring "hyper" pianist Denman Maroney and multi-flutist Mathias Ziegler; Mark Dresser's Force Green featuring Dave Douglas or Herb Robertson on trumpet, Theo Bleckmann- voice; hyper-pianist Denman Maroney, Phil Haynes or Mike Sarin, drums; The Modular Ensemble, which performs his chamber music compositions and features violinists Matt Manieri and Mary Rowell, violist Marius Ungureanu, cellist Francis Marie Uitti, Denman Maroney, and Mathias Ziegler.  He has written, performed and recorded music trio music for the 1919 German expressionist silent film classic, The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, (1994) with Dave Douglas and Denman Maroney. He composed music for the 1929 French/Surrealist film Un Chien Andalou (1997) keyboardist/composer Anthony Coleman and clarinetist/sax player Chris Speed. His current film project is a collaboration with Los Angeles visual artists Tom Leeser and Alison Saar based on Dresser's seminal work, "Subtonium," which will be adapted for the Mark Dresser Trio. 

In addition to his own ensembles, Mark Dresser is a founding member of the string trio, Arcado, and was commissioned by the WDR Radio of Cologne, Germany in 1991 to compose "For Not the Law" for string trio and orchestra. Released on JMT, "For Three Strings and Orchestra," is the third of five CDs recorded by Arcado. The repertoire of the Double Trio, a collaboration between Arcado and the Trio du Clarinettes included Dresser's piece "Bosnia," which was commissioned by the Banliue Bleues Festival in Paris. Mark Dresser 's recent collaborative projects include Tambastics with multi-flutist Robert Dick, Gerry Hemingway, and Denman Maroney and a trio with multi-reed player Marty Ehrlich and drummer Andrew Cyrille. He holds both a Bachelor and Master of Arts from the University of California at San Diego where he studied with contrabass virtuoso Bertram Turetzky. 

(continued)

Billy Mintz's musical experience covers an amazing spectrum of styles, from rock, funk, odd-metered latin and show tunes, to disco, and, the field of jazz where he is an acknowledged master of the drum. Mr. Mintz has toured and recorded with such notables as Eddie Daniels, Vinny Golia, Charles Lloyd, Alan Broadbent, Mike Garson, Bobby Shew, Gloria Gaynor, and Juliet Prowse throughout Europe, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and the United States. Also a clinician he teaches occasionally at the Dick Grove School of Music, has published a very successful drum book, "Different Drummers" and is awaiting the release of his second book, "Advanced Sticking and Sight Reading."

Recent recordings include: Rob Blakeslee - Lifeline, Tad Weed - Soloing, The Kim Richmond Concert Jazz Orchestra, The Vinny Golia Large Ensemble - Pilgrimage to Obscurity, The Kim Richmond Ensemble - Looking in Looking Out, The Steve Adams/Ken Filiano Quartet - Anacrusis, The Vinny Golia Trio - Puff of Smoke, Joey Sellers Jazz Aggregation - Something for Nothing, The Vinny Golia Quintet - Against the Grain, Joey Sellers Jazz Aggregation - Pastels and Ashes and Vinny Golia Quintet - Razor.

Zeena Parkins plays the harp, piano, accordion and sampler in a variety of improvised, new music, modern composed and avant garde jazz settings. Born in Detroit, Michigan, she studied dance, harp and classical piano, and earned a Fine Arts degree from Bard College. Parkins moved to NYC in 1984, where she began collaborating with other musicians in downtown's avant garde music scene. She performed in Butch Morris' ensembles and in John Zorn's Cobra.  She also formed Skeleton Crew with renowned improviser Fred Frith and versatile cellist Tom Cora and toured Europe, Japan, the U.S. and Iceland with them. From 1986 on, Parkins composed scores for theater, dance, and films, commissioned by performers, venues and organizations such as Meet the Composer, NY State Council for the Arts and The Rockefeller Foundation. She remained interested and involved in staging multimedia performances, and gave workshops for dancers and musicians at NYC's Movement Research and in Vermont, at Bennington College. 

As a leader, Zeena Parkins has performed and recorded solo -- as with No Way Back, on Atavistic -- as well as with her Gangster Band. Gangster Band, which includes sisters Sara and Margaret, has recorded her compositions for the Avant and Tzadik labels, including the chamber piece for Isabelle Eberhardt. Isabelle (1995), and 1999's Pan-Acousticon , which she co-produced with longtime collaborator, Elliot Sharp (she performed in his group, Carbon, too). The Gangster Band has performed at festivals in Europe, and at a variety of NYC venues, from the Lincoln Center to the Knitting Factory. Parkins has performed and recorded in a wide realm of settings, from working with Pauline Oliveros and Anthony Braxton to an MTV Unplugged concert with the rock band Hole.  She has played at new music and jazz festivals around the world, including The Moers Festival (Germany), Switzerland's Taklos Festival, Music Merge in Tokyo, and Quebec's FIMAV.
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