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Selected Press Quotes on Nels Cline

“Avant-garde guitarist Nels Cline practically burns with talent.”

-Dallas Observer

“Pay attention, listen closely, and learn: in the fractured zone between punk, progressive rock, jazz, electronica, and neo-tribal futurism lie all sorts of loose ends just waiting to be tied together in unpredictable ways. Cline's specialty is exactly this.”


-All About Jazz 
“Astonishingly intense and completely brilliant, it seems clear that Cline is now up there with the most creative jazz-based guitarists in the world.”

 –Motion UK

“A well-schooled though willfully anarchic player who recalls Marc Ribot, Tom Verlaine, Bill Frisell and Lifetime-era John McLaughlin, Cline has always kept one foot in the avant-garde and one in rock.” 

–Guitar Player

“Cline’s playing channels the spirit of Coltrane with a rare intensity, which seems to spring from the same well Jimi Hendrix would have drawn from had he survived to realize his post-rock aspirations.”

 –SF Weekly

“[Nels Cline’s] instrument channels near-crippling power, and makes you wonder what Coltrane would sound like if he were a guitar player in the 1990’s.” 

- Baltimore City Paper

“Nels Cline is undoubtedly among the first rank of guitarists working in the genre-

bending arenas of post-free jazz.”

- Amazon.com
“Avant-guitarist extraordinaire.” 

-Time Out NY

“A godlike, omniscient guitarist.” 

-LA Weekly

“(Nels Cline) truly represents the future of the instrument as a deep and meaningful means of musical evolution, and listening to him joyfully subvert every cliché and hackneyed riff will change your life, or, at least, your relationship to the guitar.”


-Guitar Player
Selected Press Quotes on Nels Cline with Wilco

“[Wilco’s] biggest shot in the arm has been the addition of veteran avant-garde guitarist Nels Cline. Their most recent album doesn't feature Cline, and this is a shame.”

 – Austin American-Statesman

“(Wilco) has taken shape, owing greatly to the dynamic and arresting guitar playing and manipulations by Nels Cline…(Cline) has not only a feel for what might work - a Glenn Branca churn, a blues lick, a riff that hasn't been heard from anyone since the Brit art-rock Canterbury scene died in the mid-'70s - and places them with expertise against the trad Wilco sound.”


-Daily Variety
“Expect the guitars to be front and center at the Wiltern LG, because the band features L.A. guitar demigod Nels Cline in its touring lineup.”


-Los Angeles Times (preview of Wilco concert)

“[Nels Cline’s] blues-dipped slide guitar…was in danger of breaking levies throughout the county.”    

-Wisconsin State Journal  (review of Wilco concert)

 “Cline, positioned in a thicket of pedals and other appliances, brought plenty of adventure to Thursday’s show…All of his work was marked by a clean elegance, even when it danced at the edge of chaos, and his presence elevated what had always been a decent-enough live band into an often-memorable one. “


-Los Angeles Times (review of Wilco concert)

“Cline is a phenomenal player, and while the rest of the band was pushing the experimental envelope with an assortment of weird sounds and feedback, Cline and his guitar were giving it all meaning.”


-St. Cloud Times (review of Wilco concert)

“Cline was the tall, taciturn guitar guru who conjured a symphony of sound from his instrument, some moments as sweet as a violin section, others as violent as the spin-cycle of a broken washing machine…Cline's guitar blow-torched everything in its path during ‘Handshake Drugs.’"


-Chicago Tribune (review of Wilco Concert)
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