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Reviews of The Music of Eric von Essen, Volume I
The musicians are arrayed into five groups; each plays two of von Essen’s songs before turning the microphone over to the next band. It results in an intimate, concert-like tribute, with enough variety to do von Essen’s tunes justice, but not so much as to become flashily eclectic. And the songs themselves deserve that kind of care. From the bumptious guitar on “Peacemaker” to the measured serenity of the opening “Silvana“ (with a Pasqua solo as gorgeous as anything you’ll hear this year), most of these compositions have a refreshing frankness; together they peel away the layers of von Essen’s troubled life to reveal a soul worthy of the commemoration. Neil Tesser, Jazziz, June 2000

Readers in sympathy with post-Lydian, Metheny-like writing shouldn’t hesitate to check out this CD, especially as the level of interpretation is very high throughout. The soloists are interesting and sometimes arresting and the level of group interaction is consistently engrossing. Duck Baker, JazzTimes, August 2000

Violinist and producer Jeff Gauthier put together this beautiful tribute to Los Angeles jazz bassist Eric von Essen, who died in 1997. The Music of Eric von Essen Volume I features a variety of small ensembles with players Gauthier, Peter Erskine, Alan Pasqua, Alan Broadbent, Nels Cline and others.  

Ned Wharton, NPR Weekend Edition - Director’s Cuts Feature, April 22, 2000
First of three volumes of compositions from bassist Eric von Essen whose untimely passing has left a profound impression on musicians who knew him well. Born in 1954 to parents of both Swedish and East Indian descent, Essen studied composition at UCLA. He went on to record with Jimmy Rowles, Bob Brookmeyer, and Tom Harrell among others. From downbeat to the very last fading note, the performances are uniformly breathtaking. Paul J. MacArthur, Jazz Report Magazine, Spring 2000

A Los Angeles talent known for his work with the likes of Art Farmer, Frank Morgan and Sheila Jordan…he’ll live on as a composer. Philip Booth, Down Beat, January 2001 ((((
He was well-versed in everything from symphonies to folk music to jazz, and he wrote prodigiously. The music ranges from a chamberlike whisper to a ripping Nels Cline-powered flow. von Essen's pieces are characteristically rich harmonic excursions, often with surprising twists of contour or time signature. Kirk Silsbee, New TimesLA, June 2, 2000
It’s fresh. You’ll notice right away, while appreciating how easy it is to hear, that you haven’t heard anything much like it. Simple melodies are supported by shifting substructures. Genres are harmonically ungenred. And mainly, ways are found of expressing feelings without thinking about anything except how notes and rhythms will serve those feelings. Greg Burk, LA Weekly, March 17-23 2000

If this is only a portent of future volumes to come, it's quite an auspicious starting point. One can only look at future issuance of Von Essen's musical brilliance with hope and grand expectation. Highly recommended. Michael G. Nastos, All Music Guide (((( (Best-of-Artist) 
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